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	Language
	English

	Topic
	The Silesian folk song “Karolinka”

	Learners - Level
	All levels


	Karolinka
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The song is the bugle call of the Polish city of Gogolin. It became an inspiration to building a big monument in the centre of the city. 
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The main characters of the song, Karolinka and Karliczek, are presented in the coat of arms of Gogolin. 
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	Aims and objectives of the activity 
To learn more about Silesian traditional music
To improve vocabulary related to the topic

To invite learners to speak about their own traditional music

 

	Possible approach:
Listen to the song “Karolinka” performed by “Śląsk” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67OXwHf_EU8
Here you have lyrics to the song and the English translation below:

POSZŁA KAROLINKA DO GOGOLINA
POSZŁA KAROLINKA DO GOGOLINA
A KARLICZEK ZA NIĄ,A KARLICZEK ZA NIĄ
Z FLASZECZKĄ WINA.

NIE GOŃ MNIE KARLICZKU,CZEGO PO MNIE CHCESZ ?
NIE GOŃ MNIE KARLICZKU,CZEGO PO MNIE CHCESZ ?
JOCH CI JUŻ PEDZIAŁA,NIE BYDA CIE CHCIAŁA
SOM TO PRZECA WIYSZ.

WRÓĆ SIĘ,KAROLINKO,BO JADĄ GOŚCIE !
WRÓĆ SIĘ,KAROLINKO,BO JADĄ GOŚCIE !
JO SIĘ JUŻ NIE WRÓCA,JO SIĘ JUŻ NIE WRÓCA
BOCH JEST NA MOŚCIE.

English translation:

Caroline went to Gogolin
Caroline went to Gogolin
And Karl followed her, and Karl followed her
With a bottle of wine

Karl, stop chasing after me, what do you want of me
Karl, stop chasing after me, what do you want of me
I already told you, I'll never want you
Indeed you know this

Come back Caroline, 'cause guests are coming
Come back Caroline, 'cause guests are coming
I ain't going back now, I ain't going back now
'Cause I'm on a bridge
Do you know what is “Śląsk”?
 It is one of the largest Polish folk ensembles. It was founded on 1 July 1953 and is named after the Silesia (“Śląsk”) region.

Śląsk originally focused on the folk traditions of Upper Silesia, Cieszyn Silesia, and the Beskids. It was later expanded to include all Polish regions. 

How do you think, how many shows has the ensemble performed more or less so far? 

More than 6,000 shows for over 20 million people worldwide. It has performed in the United States, Canada, Australia, France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Sweden, the Netherlands, China, Mexico, and many other countries, as well as the Vatican.
Here are some other examples of Polish folk songs:

“Szła dzieweczka do laseczka”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBl-ibBbvmo
“Laura i Filon”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbY95g4XaO4
„Krakowiak”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlrssiszQQ4
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